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“Do you think it's, like, a little starter modoodle?” Andy
‘Samberg asks me, examining the trussed-up piece of luna
on his plate. We've just sat down to dinner at the trendy
Hollywoed restaurant Lucques, where the chef has prepared
a special tasting menu just for Samberg, a frequent customer
and self-professed foodie. Still, this initial bit of tuna is

a surprise addition to the scallops, braised short ribs,

and I+ d-grapefruit coupe 1o ¢ d therefore
warrants a name of Samberg's own devising. *That's

the official French term he protests with mock impart,
before digging in. “Starter medoodle]

He has a way of making the phrase saund both daffy and
authoritative all at once, a talent that serves Samberg well
on the Fox cop dy Brooklyn Nine-Nine,
where, as Detective Jake Peralta, he convincingly delivers
a bunch of hard-boiled police lingo without dropping
a single silly punch line. When | meet up with him on this
late February night, he's nearly finished shooting Brooklyn's
second season and has come straight from the set, which
‘might explain why he's shown up at fancy Lucques wearing
a gray hoodie, the sole casual diner in a sea of sport coals.
“1 think I'm a little bit underdressed Samberg says finally,
about a half-hour into our meal. “It's a pretty nice restaurant!
I forgot this was the order of things”

You can forgive Samberg for going full-Zuckerbarg this
one time, since lately, he's been stuffed into a tuxedo more
often than not. A few days before our meal, he was at the
Oscars performing *Everything Is Awesome! the infectiously
giddy anthem from The Lego Mavie (in which he shares
rapping duties with his crew from The Lonely Island, Jorma.
Taccone and Akiva Schalfer); the week before that, Samberg
was back in New York, celebrating the momentous 40th
anniversary of Saturday Night Live. With his trademark
boyish enthusiasm, Samberg recalls meeting his idol Eddie
Murphy that night-"He shook my hand and gave me a nod,
which meant the world to me™—and staying out super late
at the star-packed after-party, an indulgence that the 38-
year-old Samberg rarely affords himself now that he's
got a sitcom and a gluten-eschewing diet to attend to.

The SNL anniversary alse gave the actor an opportunity
for some full-circle introspection. When he was cast on
the show in 2005, Samberg and his Lonely Island buddies
quickly came to fame for digital shorts like “Lazy Sunday”
and *Dick in a Box! which established the tousled-haired
twentysomething as one of comedy's premier goofballs,
able to leaven even his hardest faux-rap with a good-natured
sunniness that felt inherent to his appeal. All of that viral-
video output-as well as a brand-new short Samberg made:
with Adam Sandler, *That's When You Break” a pacan to
SNL cast members cracking up during sketches—was well-
represented in the anniversary broadcast. “They put our
stuffin a lot of the clip packages, and it was really flattering”

nts | aql 25 says Samberg. “There are people | consider to be
turtleneck by h&m. previous page: : 2 4 ' legendary SNLers who didn't hava as much”
jacket by topman, turtleneck by hém. \ F
samberg’s own glasses and ring. . / -
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‘suit by marc jacobs,
turtleneck by topman,
unglasses by ray-ban,

by casio.
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shirt by prady, pamts
and. shots by Touan.
=ungla sses by ksub

THE BAR where Caleb Landry Jones wants to meet i not flatlered by Though this is not his usual haunt, the
daylight, therefore none is allowed. At 5 p.m. on a sunny afternoon, 23-year-old actor has a history with the
the small, dark Frolic Room on Hollywood Boulevard is crowded with place. It's the site of his first premisre
day drunks, and more than one man will walk in imping before Jones party, for 2010's terrifying foundh-footage
arrives, his skateboard slung over his shoulder and a packof Marlboro il The Last Exoreisa, which paid for the
Reds in his hand. Since a tape recorder would capture nothing but the  move from his native Richardson, Tesas, to

I¢ from the j we take an impromptu walking Los Angeles thres years ago. Jones
tour of Jones's neighborhood, and are turned away from several stopped m Mew Mezxico along lh:lvmylu
locations for being early birds, until we end up directly across the film Breaking Bad (e plays the friend of

street, on the rooftop of the decidedly more sterile W Hotel “Do I fitin  meth kingpin Wakter White's son) before
too well with the Furopeans, in my white T-shirt and fitted joans?* Jones  crashing witha pal of his cousin: Mark
jokes, his Southern draw| faint but brimming with the intensity of Faster of Foster the Feople,

someone who might at any moment want to ruminate. pre-"Pumped Up Kicks” fame.

Over a Jameson neat and a beer, Jones
gets 1o taking about the most remarkable
aspact of his career thus far: his unblem-
ished rdsumé. An up-and-comer of his age:
should've had a one-off stint on the new
50270 by now, or at least a desp-vault
camal commerncial, but Jones's propets,
regandiess of his billing-Banshes in
A-Men: First Class, Friemity Guyin The
Social Metwork-have been consistently
respectable, beginning with his first evar
role: Boy on a Bike in 2008's Mo Country
for Qfcf Men. (He rolls up with another kicl

inthe last 10 minutes of the film and,

Fhat Hhis mamy guys were masturbating soer my moman!”

“ik beysnce was _rna‘m!i'eh'-frn;riﬁ:e—i cuulﬁn’t‘l}uné ‘tl]_qlf;: h-_imming
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retes rrentizec] by Javier Bardem's characier's
grodescue injury, mutters, “Look al that
fackin' boms"

®| clcln't say the Faword in the awdition,
beecause it was against my morals, but they
cast me Anyways” Jones says now,
extinguishing a cigarette that he wil lader
paut in his pocket rather than toss on the
puatien, i wans rasecd in & strct Christian
houserhold that forbade most of the Coen
brothers’ oauvne, Oviginally, Jones wanled
o be adrammer, but, cowed by the talent
of tas grandfather, who played profession-
aly with jazy and gospel bands, he
swatchied to acting and tosk rekes in small
higheschool productions offtes withen and
chirected by his trachers, H gave me the
cpportuniy to exprass mysell e 1D never
been allowed to befone” he says. °l was
gatting & maction from people who might
not Book al me twice otherwise™ He was
pluckect for the part in Mo Courdy by an
acyant’s assistant, and that was followed by
a small robe on the belowed Friday Might
Lights as the drummer for Crucifizlonus,
the Christian rock band fronbedd by kesse
Flemaons’s Landy.

Mo o & mone surprseed by | ones's fast
ascent than the aclor himse®, T'm not the
first candidate for rodes =1 think & has todo
with freckise, reel bair, and pade skin® he
says, smiing. The dnectors of this

years Ansural and Byzzotivmn obvicusly
disagres. The fomer is the ockdly
disturbing dabul of Branden Cronenbery
{son of Dawicl} in whach ] ones for the fist
time stars, playing the il empboes of a
chniz that harests disspoms from cadabri-
ties o infect paging clients. "k was cool
bemcauses we lost our cherry together” e
snys of wirking with the frest-time director.
Jones is simikarky consumplive n this
mvonthis Syzastium, & gothic drama about
a maother-daughisr ampre duo strugaling
fo sursie in a Biitish seasids lown,
dimctact by febarvrew WGt the Vampire's
Mesil Jomdan, Ths time, be suffers fram
leubemm i, and is fiing with ther imm orfakity
afforied by his blood-sucking love interast,
Eleanor (Saoirse Ronan).

T mache mys=§ fal in lowe with Elsanor]
Jones says. "l don't know i | put too much
of myself into that role’ He's smoking a
Jesnt noww, ancd it's chaar that feneency
comes sasiy to him. He punches b knees
for emphasis when talung about things
that eaczite birn, frcen his favoite charscter
in Exst of Eden (the manipulative Cathy) to
the marly films of Michasl Harede, and in
between tak of that and the sxstence of

Giod, the actor drops hints that his sselings
for his Byzan¥um co-star might not have
s confinese] to the sopmen

Regardiess, he is snghe at the moment=
and marveling at the tight, all-black ensem-
bbes of the passing wadtresses. Howdo
yiou foel going towork every day in that
outfit?" he wondsrs. “Knowing evwenbody's
loakieg at this cueve, that curve. il Bayoncd
was married fo me=1 couldn't have that,
knowang that this many cuys weds mastur-
bating over my woman!” lones i prone 1o
a ceran asceticism: He says be didn't
drink or have sescfor months in 2010 when
b s bt work, & streak that ended
with X-Aden. Mow he is agam bolung for his
nesd opportunity -his red had is il long
From his bast tweo filmes, and curvently puled
ina knot=and the has meant being home
in his small apatment for mom time than
o'l Bl 1 don’t haose & frickae? he sas.
°| ke making things worse sometines
Haing togo, Fock, Fm bungry 2t 2 am., |
wish | had some cesmal but | dont”

Since Steven Spisbeny cashed his feen-
age desam of taching Stankey Kubrek's
never-maches Mapofeos mastes mece=] ones
is hal-poking about this—he's locking for
ofher work, and sarker 5 the veek he had
an audition. "i's nothing that's going 1o
hexlp Fumaniy! Jones says. Bt |want to
express something to humans?

130
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i Dot Hane o pridge. i like making Hyings worse some-
times.-havtig to gg, U m Jngey ak 2%, bwish i hao
same-cered; but ¢ Bon .
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