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This quarterback

connects

Drafted by Major Loague Baseball.
Released by his college football
team. Russell Wilson's unconventional
Jjourney to the NFL was just the start.
Now he's (always) focused
on redefining the modern QB.
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Oomph.

He catches the kog square in the chest - elbciting a groan from Pickes

and Wilson is stuck there wntid he drops so the grovnd, frastrased. The
Marimes sre quick 1o offer tigs. and even help bim to the 1op. lastead
of gving in, Wilson fires off questions 1o the assembled corpamen,
determined w pet past this bindrance the rght way, Satished with the

w0 252 an @ sopdomone, and Uhen jumped again to 374 5 2 junsior (and
earned 2 4.0 GPA to boot ). After three yrars he was pear the top of mest
quartertuch rocords 28 NC Suae and was polsed 1o capeure masy of them
huring his ferual season, watil it all came 1o an scrimonious ead

Wiksom plaryed bascball for NC State cach spring. In the sammer of
2040, bt was drafted into the majors again, this time by the Colorado
Rockies. bn Jarmsary of 2000 Wilsom smnounced that be'd report o spriog.

Marines' sdvice, Wikon b on ard the bog again
(h—gh
This thme e takies the his right in the g, vwings his bey up, and fips
ik body 30 it°s lybmyg Hat 0 the log just B his instrisctor demonstrated
moments before, The Warkses erupt i cherers, and Wikson is all umibes

DEFYING EXPECTATIONS

% w did you pet 1800 magarines” Wilson asks, striking up a
conversation in the car “And whiere did you goto school ™ Decled from
Bead 10 toe in Nike gear with 3 modest watch on his wrist, his broad
frame and somewtut onruly bead of has are Glliag up my rearview
merron Fhchett i seased et o b, 've just picked thees up M 2 staging
aires of Quantico for (e 15 mimte drive to the obstadle course where
bl e tacking that bog.

11 an oxdd rode reverial - Wikon, intervhewing me sbout ary career
a1 serve wp questions sbout his footbull explodis - but the 24 year
old quarterback has mever really sought, or sttracied, aneation.
He's moee abwout siring up stustions, and souning opportunities, whether
s negoeiating 3 log 19 the chest, of sneaking 3 tght completion into
dhouthibe CoveTagr

Thie T5th pick in the 2012 NFL draft, most foothall experts propected
the $17° Willson to spend his caneer 34 2 hopeful backup, bastead., he's
changing the way the leagee thinks of 3 franchise quarterhack He
combines @ strong. socurate arm with 3 devastatingly elusive ra)
o, 3 Wi puciage that prsts deferiies on their beels. Lst wason, be
tallend 45 yiardhs on the groand ithe third- highest ot by 3 quarierbacky
‘whibe commprbeting G4 1% of hin passes and grving up jast 10 mterorptions
over I reguslar-season games, 3 lethul blend that led the Seabuwka 1oan
appearance in the divisional rosed of the NFU playofhs

As ¥ Bas B e T e B e gt

*H Jasi huaed s hgmvare ™ -1 thimk hack to comversations I've hud with pro
athletes, the vast muporiy of which huve been a string of chichés " Leave
 allon the Biekd, ke I one play o 2 time ™) pus tuated by sarly slences,
The frst thig that strikes you sbout Wiksom bs his beved of engagemnent
with what's going 0n arcend ki, Look no ferther than his college
athicthoy carees, A twe apon athiete who spurned Major League lascbal
b plry ol pe Footall, e Jugiend P Dy iabon [apurrts with 3 massive
comnrse bl and exeelled st all three.

“1 was ofered 2 million dodlars (by the Raltimore Orioles out of high
school],* be says muser of acthy. *1turned it down, and | went 1o North
Caroling $tave to play foothall and basetall, and | proesised sy dad |

woukd graduate in throe years, so | took 18 crodits each semester.” He

fuguared that if e could et & masser s with his scholaribin, be'd go.afer £

As he g # 3 quarterback 31 NC State, Wilson's game steadily

mpreved. He thivw for 177 yardh per game as a freshman, jumped

aimang with the beam. B was 3 devmion that dedn't st well with M Sate
Bead foothall coach Tom O frken, and s the story evedy
2pprent that i Wikson etursed 1o Kabetgl, e wouakl be coming i o
# backup. S0 Wikson requested - and was granted -2 rebease from bis
schokarp, under te provision that he wiouhd not sgn with sm team
nthe ACC of on KC Sease’s schedule. =1 believe i bs b the best interest
ol e players srad oo s mvobved o end amy specisbation of iy rene s
o the Wollpack. B bus becomse appeanent Uhai the thme Bus come for the
PrOgraEm ko move on without me,” Wikson suid in a press rebease

He played basebull with the Rockies” Clans A afillse, the Asheville
Tousrists, im the sumsmer of 2001, but his beart never left foothall He
B reached 1 bl e takee the near d ey

i probessbonal haseball of Like one more st o football? "1 would be

it became

on the phomse with Russell for hosars on end Lalking abwot what [sport]
e wasted 1o |play
Brother

weighing the options.” recalls Wilson's older
Harrison Wilson IV, “Ultimutety, what trussped everything

g 138

In 20089, Wilson
setthethen-
NCAA record for

most passes
(379) without an

interception.
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Statham! Stallone! TheRock! TopTips . ;jﬁ%&%
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