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dwineglasses echothe
tor of the walls.

Designer Celerie
Kemble finds the
playful side of
sophisticated colors
ina Manhattan
apartment that's
refined enough for
the urhane parents
but rambunctious
enough for high-
energy kids.

Interior Design CELERIEKEMBLE  Interview KATHLEENHACKETT
araphy Producers EWODD

KATHLEEN HACKETT, Four school-age chil
dren live in this New York City apartment
Whe would have thought?

CELEAIE KEMBLE: They hay

ish

wonderfully
parents, whose acsthetic is an
1 combination of assured and

smportant to them: art, humor. pl
ness, beauty, comfort, confidence. The
ast alife

intention is for this house to 1

time—a

tains wear and tear in s at
sculfs, dings, and smudges don't look
they look like they've been
Crisp and new is diff
even if there are only
grown-upsliving in a house.
Soit wouldn't faze the owners i a toddier
left handprints on the dining room walls?
Ab, the dining room. It does have a grav
itational pull. The walls have se

more coats of laequer on them—I lost
eount. They're like mirrors, and what
child isnt fascinated with his or her
reflection? We landed on that claret
shade after trying several other eolors,
from a Billy Baldwin-esque egg yolk toa
stuffed-animal brown. The red wine
walls are flattering, warm, and lively.
Youre meant to feel like all of the best
conversations happen here. But 5o do
ehildrens chess games and homework
Fwish | had been in the room during the
color discussion with your clients.
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The wife wanted the spaces to be pretty
but ot fussy, good-looking but not arro-
gant. She loves an ambience that has
fair as well as soul. The colot schemes
reflect that.

The entry hall certainly announces that
thishome s anything but stuffy.

“The wallpaper is blooming with the cli-
ents’ favorite plants—royal poinciana,
acacias, orchids, geraniums, kum-
quats—hand-painted on faint sky-blue
tea paper. Its as if a mad botanist lives
here! Its a sophisticated yet playful salu-
tion for an interior room. Every day
begins and ends with a stroll through a
lovely garden.

Some reoms Feel breezy, others cocooned.
How didyou work out the transitions?

T usually steer taward light colors and
use bold anes as accents. But this time,
several rooms—the study, the diningand
family rooms. and a boy's bedroom—
ealled out for deeper shades to project
a feeling of warmth and envelopment.
“That said, all of the rooms are designed
around comfort and graciousness. There
‘are shared colors throughout, but the real
connection is an ethos: spaces that are
easual and generous

The living room sofas leok relaxed, but
they're whita! Are they really kid-friendly?
They are covered in a mohair velvet the
eslor of vapor. The fabric is easy to spot-
elean and can stand up to tons of abuse.

bedroom, tufted
armchaics uphol-
stered in Holland &

ry's Kensington which was key because 5o much enter-
woolfeltare ori- taining happens here. It's a wenderfully
ented towstch the room, not least because the
T walls look like the inside of a conch shell
o The Shelhy and give offa pretty glow. Warm cocons
chandsiier by Currey and cream—the buttery shade of
& Company in the ‘mashed potatoes—are 5o deeply satisfy
drassing roomillu- ing thateveryane feels at home.

minates the gold
marbling of Calico's
Wbl wallcavering.
oprosiTE: Ahand-

There's no shortage of seating choices.
Why so many chairs?

The house is full of people all the time!
The wife has that enviable mix of humor
and grace that makes it easy to stop by.
She had a real desire for the space to
seem pretty without veering toward the
saceharine, which is why moat of the
seating—and the other fumnishings in
the room—is rounded or cven serpen-
tine. There's not a chair youd be afraid
to sit in for fear of ruining it or being
uncomfortable. In this home, you are at
ease setting your drink down and eating
sut of your hand, ot a napkin, or off a
great plate, 1¢s all acceptable.

tal gives the master
bedroom asoft
‘warmth, The exte.
ior canapyand bed
skirt ar in Manuel
Canovas's Solange
Fabric, and Leontine

g has
a curvaceous border
that helps visually
anchor the bed n
the ethereal space.
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on color

custom glazs.
nhing aboutit.

Color philosophy: There's s
reasoniwe donit sethe world
x

oot ntha rae.

Some of Kemble's eoioMul g0-46's. CLAEK WISE FROM TOP LEFT

A rainbow-hued Ralian Sputnlk style chandeliet ina boy's bedroom
et

the walls, Blooming Brugmansia, Awark by Hugo Gremvilc, ane

of her favorite artists. NARS Sheer Lipitick in Dolce Vita. The

designer loves leathers that display richcolor, such as those by

Moare & Giles. Pink grapefrult. A floral pilow by D. Porthault

© 10 SEE MORE OF THIS HOME, GO TO housebeauctiful.com/celerie

In the English countrysi
a Brifish design pioneer transforms
219705 bachelor pad into a stylish
furniture laboratory. o
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